Agreement-in-Principle
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Don Plett reviewed briefly with Council the Agreement-in-Principle.  There will be a special meeting of Council on October 18, 2003 to discuss this issue in further detail.

· The Leaders have agreed to create a new Conservative Party

· The agreement sets out several founding principles for the new Party

· Each of the existing new Parties must ratify the agreement by Friday, Dec 12/03

· The new Party will be governed by an Interim Joint Council until it holds its first convention

· The CA and PC Parties will each name six people to the Interim Joint Council

· The Joint Council is empowered to:

· implement the agreement

· draft a constitution

· establish Riding Associations (between January 1-24/04) on new boundaries

· oversee candidate recruiting, election and training (party members of 21 days standing and resident in a Riding can participate in candidate selection for that Riding)

· they will complete filings with Elections Canada

· they will assure youth participation in the new Party

· any other tasks assigned by the two Leaders

· No one will be forced to join the new Party

· CA members will have to serve intent that they want to be members of the new.  They may also join the new Party directly after the ratification vote

· Nominations scheduled after October 18 are to be cancelled and further nominations are frozen

· Each existing Party names between two and four people to the Leadership Election Organizing Committee by Monday, December 15/03

· Leadership voting takes place on March 19 - 21/04

· 100 points per Riding assigned proportionately to each candidate using single transferable vote (i.e. one round of balloting)

· Membership cutoff is February 29/04

· This is a one-time process only and can be changed for future leadership races

· The new Party holds the convention after the election and that convention will approve the new constitution, develop policies and elect a new governing body for the Party

· Each riding will elect an equal number of delegates to the convention - no more than 12

· A Trust Fund will be created to raise money and retire the debts of the two Parties and eventually this will become the Conservative Fund

· Both Parties are to make financial statements available to the Council on an ongoing basis

The Agreement provides for the following timelines:
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Completion of Ratification
December 12, 2003

Appointment of Interim Joint Council
December 15, 2003

Appointment of Leadership Election Organizing Committee
December 15, 2003

Commencement of membership sales in Conservative Party of Canada
10 days after completion of ratification

Complete filings with Elections Canada
December 31, 2003

Hold founding meetings of Conservative Party of Canada Riding Associations
January 2, 2004 to January 24, 2004

Establish Conservative Fund Canada
Post ratification

Membership sales cut-off date for Leadership selection process
February 29, 2004

Leadership vote
March 19 to 21, 2004

